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Like other films dealing with food, Bob Giraldi’s Dinner Rush discusses food as both identity marker — in 
this case, for Italians in America — and indicator for shifts in generational dynamics among them, especial-
ly between father and son. Dinner Rush also deals with the identity of Italians in American as members of 
organized crime, this too a signifier for generational difference and, we might also say, food. This lecture 
examines new ways to consider identity beyond both traditional categories offered to date and, further 
still, transcending as well the generational lens of ethnic descent.
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